Strafford

October 15, 2004
VOLUME 30
HUMBER 18

Gorporate Security

Biveckly Inieligence Tracking Cuiting-Edge Prcices, Tends And New Technologies For Security Executives

www. siraffordpuwb. com/secunity

APPLYING TECHNOLOGY

Protect Communication Pipeline To Floor Wardens In Fire Evacuation

Wireless alternative offered to sending crucial messages by radio, regudar phone.

If you're responsible for scourity at a
high-rise office building, how concemed
are you fhat commumications from your
assigned fine wardens will get lost im fhe
meclee dunng an evacuation? Cne TLE.
vendor, Blick Communications Lid.,
helieves that nisk & substantal and has
developed a commumications pipeline it
says 1s more dependable.

Blick's system 15 called ADEPT and
hinges on communications deviees that
fine wandens would be assigned towear on
their belts at all times dunng working
hors. Those devices would interact with
a cellular infrastructure built into the
building. During an cmergency, Somcone
in fhe seourity comtml center woukd send
out an mudible advisory signal along with
atext message o thedevioe wom by cach
floor warden.

Each fire warden would push a but-
ton on his or her maohile device to ac-
knowledge receiving the message, then
gatheremployees on that floor to evac-
uate. As sp0n as that floor has been
cevacuated, the warden would push a
scparate button on the device to alert
the control center, explained Gerry
Waond, director of intemational sales at
Blick, a unit of Stanley Security Solua-
tioms Inc./ Indianapolis,

Meamwhile i fhe control center, sofi-
ware oma PC would display a diagram of
which floors kad been evacuated and
which hadn’t As fire wardens push -
tons confimung the cmergency message
had been received and a floor evacuaied,
that floor s color would change onthe dia-
gram, Should those warden s mm mto tech-
mical or ofher problems and nead voce
commamication, they can use two-way ra-
divs or stairwel] emergency phaomes.

Blick = marketing an advantage over
relying on asecurity officer in the control
center to keep accurate tack of frantic ra-
dio communications from fire wardens
and to respond guickly and properly.
Plus, the cellular-based system gives the
comrol center an objective way o pin-
point a wanden's location, since both the
mobile device md floors” cellular wnits
give o unigue identify ing ransmission.

Blick ssystemis pretty new, although it
has ome major bank cliemt in Londonusing
the techmology at a headgquanters bnkdng
with 300,000 square feet on 44 floors.
That company paid abowt $400,000 (L1.5.)
fora system involving 1B6 fire wardens
carrying ADEPT devices.

When C5 asked Robert Pearson, man-
ager of eleciromic secunty at Raytheon
Systems Inc. Lexington, Mass., to evalu-

ate this kind of techmology, Pearson said
he likes the idea of amomated floor up-
dates. Athis facility, for cxample, the de-
termination of whether a floor was
compleiely evacuated takes place outside
the building, a8 employecs gather and a
floor captain takes moll and then rmdios se-
curity. This system “would make it
cleaner and speed up the process,”
Pearsom said.

Bat, he does spot possible weaknesses,
For instance, “how do you make sune
[ floor wardens] wear their unit and that
they didn’t forget it and leave it at home T
Pearson asked. ""What if they pumch the
wrong button ™" He also would want to
make sure e units havea leng fhy battery
life and transmit a “batiery bow™ warming.
And, the text transmitted durning cmergen-
cies wion k have to be very ¢lear and easily
undersinod, he added. I the device alents
wardens to a problem at the northeast
dosor, everyone must agree on which door
that 1=, he said.

Pearson sees this system as most ap-
plicable in high-rise buildings because
of its reliance on cellular signal points;
more cellular units would be needed in
an clongated bwil ding. &

Cantact infe: Genry Waod, 44-1793-412362;
Robert Pearsan, (972} 344-5560.




